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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the steering column 
tube unit and clamping apparatus (claim 13) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it should be on a clean 
sheet of paper (the reference characters and "DaimlerChrysler AG" at the top of the 
page should be deleted, as should "(Figure 1)" at the bottom). Correction is required. 
See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. In paragraph [0022], line 9 "8" should be "8a, 8b" (there is no reference 
character 8 on the drawings). 

b. In paragraph [0030], line 13 "right-hand" should apparently be "left-hand" 
(the opposite side was called right-hand earlier in the paragraph). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 13-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 3, it is not clear what part of the invention is the clamping apparatus 
with which the steering column tube unit is arranged between the two limbs. If it is a 
bolt through slots in the limbs, then the fastening element of claim 24 which depends 
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from claim 13 ultimately is a double inclusion. In fact, the two limbs would appear to 
make up the clamping apparatus along with a bolt, and if this is the case, the recitation 
in claim 13 of a clamping apparatus is a double inclusion of the limbs (i.e., the claim 
should amended to recite that the limbs are part of or make up a clamping apparatus). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Applicant cannot rely upon the foreign priority papers to overcome this rejection 
because a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 
37CFR1.55. See MPEP § 201.15. 

8. Claims 13, 15-16, 19, 21 , 27, 29 and 30 as best understood are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by German Published Application 10318034A1 
(of record, cited by applicant). 

(German '034 is the foreign priority document and hence the equivalent of US 
20060267328A1 , so the US publication will be used for its English disclosure.) 
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German '034 discloses a steering column arrangement for a motor vehicle 
comprising a steering column tube unit (steering column of a motor vehicle in lines 1-2 
of the English document, tube at paragraph [0010], line 10 of English document), 
bracket 1 by which the column unit is fastened to a vehicle body and can be adjusted for 
comfort purposes, the bracket having two limbs 2, 3. Bolt 6 is a clamping apparatus 
with which the steering column is arranged between the two limbs, and the limbs have 
different rigidities (paragraph [0010], lines 11-24 of English document)(claim 13). 
Regarding claims 15-16, 19, 27, 29 and 30, the bracket is asymmetric in a region of the 
limbs (one limb is thicker than the other), and each limb has a supporting region along 
slots 7 and a bearing region at the top as broadly recited. Regarding claim 21 , each 
limb has a smaller width (from front to back) in its supporting region along the slots than 
in its bearing region at the top. 

9. Claims 13, 15-16, 19, 21-22, 27, 29 and 30 as best understood are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lee US007252019B2. 

Lee discloses a steering column arrangement for a motor vehicle comprising a 
steering column tube unit (best seen in Figure 4), bracket 100 by which the column unit 
is fastened to a vehicle body and can be adjusted for comfort purposes, the bracket 
having two limbs 102, 200. A bolt best seen in Figure 4 is a clamping apparatus with 
which the steering column is arranged between the two limbs, and the limbs have 
different rigidities (column 3, lines 34-40)(claim 13). Regarding claims 15-16, 19, 27, 29 
and 30, the bracket is asymmetric in a region of the limbs (one limb is thicker than the 
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other), and each limb has a supporting region at the bottom with slots 7 and a bearing 
region at the top. In regard to claim 21 , each limb in Figure 3 has a smaller width (from 
front to back) in its supporting region (the region containing the slots) than in its bearing 
region at the top, as broadly recited. Regarding claim 22, one limb has a recess in the 
supporting region (the recess in Figure 3 on coupling portion 101 in the supporting 
region of the limb, between the illustrated rivets). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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12. Claims 14, 17-18, 20, 23-26, 28 and 31-32 as best understood are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over German '034 in view of German Published 
Application 10161849, cited by applicant. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify German '034 to include a frame and stiffening ribs as 
taught by German 849's bracket at 4 in Figure 1 in order to conventionally make the 
bracket strong but lightweight, as hollow frames and ribs are typically used for this 
purpose and would yield predictable results (claim 14). Regarding claims 17-18, 20, 28 
and 31-32, in the combination, in the region of German '849's limbs ribs e'ten' at least 
perpendicular to the limbs in Figure 2 at the front and rear of the widest part of the 
bracket, and the ribs are at a smaller spacing from one another in the region of the top 
limb in Figure 2 than in the region of the bottom limb (i.e., there are two diagonal ribs on 
the left side of the top limb in Figure 2 closer to each other than the one diagonal limb to 
the left of the bottom limb); the limbs are reinforcements near the top of the limbs, which 
can be the supporting regions (although the top of German '034 was the bearing region 
earlier; the claims are so broad that the top of the limbs can be the bearing region or the 
supporting region). As best understood, German '034's slots 7 accommodate fastening 
element 6 (claims 23-24), and German '034's limbs 2, 3 are asymmetrical as they are 
different in thickness (claims 25-26). 
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13. Claims 1 4, 1 7-1 8, 20, 23-26, 28 and 31 -32 as best understood are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee in view of German Published 
Application 10161849, cited by applicant. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Lee to include a frame and stiffening ribs as taught by 
German 849's bracket at 4 in Figure 1 in order to conventionally make the bracket 
strong but lightweight, as hollow frames and ribs are typically used for this purpose and 
would yield predictable results (claim 14). Regarding claims 17-18, 20, 28 and 31-32, in 
the combination, in the region of German '849's limbs ribs e'ten' at least perpendicular 
to the limbs in Figure 2 at the front and rear of the widest part of the bracket, and the 
ribs are at a smaller spacing from one another in the region of the top limb in Figure 2 
than in the region of the bottom limb (i.e., there are two diagonal ribs on the left side of 
the top limb in Figure 2 closer to each other than the one diagonal limb to the left of the 
bottom limb); the limbs are reinforcements near the top of the limbs, which can be the 
supporting regions (although the top of German '034 was the bearing region earlier; the 
claims are so broad that the top of the limbs can be the bearing region or the supporting 
region). As best understood, German '034's slots 7 accommodate fastening element 6 
(claims 23-24), and German '034's limbs 2, 3 are asymmetrical as they are different in 
thickness (claims 25-26). 
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Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lee US007125047B2 (Figure 7), Ben Rhouma et al 
US007367246B2 (Figure 4), British Patent 2,116,496 and Klukowski et al 
US007387045B2 (Figures 4-5) show asymmetric limbs so that they have different 
rigidities. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Culbreth whose telephone number is 571/272-6668. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 9:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571/272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Eric Culbreth 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 

/Eric Culbreth/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3616 



